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who eventually followed the Oregon Trail to set up stakes in the Pacifi c Northwest. However, the newcomers soon squeezed out 

the Native Americans, who had inhabited the forests for hundreds of years, and put an end to the Indians’ traditional setting of 

fi res to thin the conifers and to allow oaks to produce an abundance of the acorns they relied upon for survival. The forests also 

drew a wild variety of game and produced abundant growths of bunchgrasses before the conifers were allowed to encompass 

and eventually overshadow the groves of white oaks and Ponderosa pine.

Because the areas being thinned have been designated as approved for clear cutting, but are instead being rescued by the 

trust’s less drastic strategies, some unexpected allies have thrown their support behind the project, including spotted owl biolo-

gists and the Friends of the Columbia Gorge. With the support and cooperation of many of the region’s conservation oriented 

organizations and agencies, the thinning project is one that will pay off in the long run as portions of the forests in the Columbia 

Gorge are protected and preserved for generations to come.

“The backdrop of this project is truly amazing,” Stringer said. “As we thin out this tangle of dense fi r, the oaks are coming 

back into the light and the sweeping views of the Columbia Gorge are opened back up. 

“It’s a bit like an archeological dig. We are unearthing, in a sense, the remnants of an old ecosystem. The site is being returned 

more to the condition Lewis and Clark may have found as they fl oated past.”

When white settlers squeezed out the tribes of Native Americans–who had inhabited the forests for hundreds of years–and put an end to 
the Indians’ custom of setting � res to thin conifers and allowing the oaks to produce an abundance of the acorns the tribes relied upon for 
survival, the conifers eventually overshadowed the groves of white oaks and Ponderosa pine.




