Forest ecologist’s discussion to delve into Willamette Valley oak habitats
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What: Learn more about the restoration of Willamette Valley oak habitats at the February meeting of the Salem Audubon Society.
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When: Tonight’s meeting begins with a social time at 6:30 p.m., followed by the program at 7 p.m.
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Where: The Carrier Room of the First United Methodist Church, on the corner of Church and State streets in downtown Salem
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Admission: Free. The meeting is open to anyone.
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The speaker: Darin Stringer is a forester, forest ecologist and partner at Integrated Resource Management, a forestry consulting firm based in Philomath that assists landowners, land trusts and public agencies interested in ecologically based forestry. He also directs the Forest Restoration Partnership, a Eugene-based nonprofit organization working to restore rare and declining forest habitats in the western United States. He has a master’s degree in forest ecology from Oregon State University.
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The topic: Oregon white oak habitats are declining in western Oregon, and Stringer is one of the leading restoration ecologists who is developing methods for recovering them. 
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His presentation will focus on how restoration plans are developed as well as how to improve the structure and function of these forests. Techniques include thinning, native seeding, noxious weed control and creation of snags. 
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He will showcase examples of projects under way in the Willamette Valley.
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Information: Call the Salem Audubon Society office at (503) 588-7340.
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